. By Waiter L, Beasley.
- The recent drilllant and surprising
m made by the ships at target

_praetice at Magdalena Bay shows a|

marked advance over previous years,
and demonstrates that the men
hind the guns have been tralined up to
the highest point of efficiency In the
various operations connected with
firing the batteries, such as quick
handling of shells, ammunition, point.
Ing and sighting, and other matters
entering into the performance of suc-
cessful naval gunnery. As recently
announced by the Navy Department,
the battleship Maryand of the Pacific
Squadron carries off the honors, win-
ning the trophy by the fine score of
76,470; the eruiser trophy goes
the Albany, having a score of 76,924,
while the gunboat trophy was won
by the Wilmington, whosge record was
67,448,

As the successful achlevements of
these_creditable and record-breaking
performances are due almost entirely
to a particular method of training,
it will be of timely Interest to picture
and describe the dummy drill gun.
By the use of this device the men he-
come experts In lifting and loading
the heavy ghells, and develop into hu-
man automatic machines, handling
the welghty ]H‘HIN'HI-H and shoving

and an additional shell shoved In.
A marked economie improvement In
the saving of the life of guns Is thus
obtained, The breechblock of these
costly weapons would soon be worn
by the constant glamming and the
denting of quickly-thrown shells.
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The new device is manufactured
entirely in the Brooklyn Navy Yard,
in the ordnance machine shop,
made mostly of steel; although
there are a few parts of brass and
east iron, the supporting framework
and return chute are entirely of steel,
The one shown In the accompanying
illustration is the latest seven-inch
model, and 1s on board the battleship
New Hampshire. It Is seven [eet
four inches long, four feet four inches
high, and welghs about 1800 pounds,
costing the Government $370 to man-
ufacture,

Before reaching the target ground,
the gun crews arc kept at systematie
and continuous drills with the dummy
loading machine, consequently the
men have acquired the top-notch In
speed, coupled with a mathematical
precision In the handling of the pro-
jectiles, powder charges, ete. When
the vessel reaches the range, and as,
at the speed assigned, a very short
time interval Is allowed for the run,
it is important to begin firing at once
with the rapidity consistent with
“getting on” the target, The slze of

the target varies according to calibre

The Z-Inch Dummy Drill Gun of the Battleship New Hampshire.

Our high-speed target records are due to practice with the dummy.

them into the breech
rapidity and skill. The msin object
of the “dummy loader” is to give the
shell men an opportunity to
speed and proficiency in the handling

of the ghells without wearing out the |

breechblocks of the guns. Of late
much attention is being pald by
the ships In the navy to these
for Iin actual service much depends
upon the promtness and accuracy . of
the shell mas. Should he “muff” a
shell at the critical moment, or let it
roll away from him, should he drop
it—In short, should he fail td send
it home safe and true when the
breechblock of the big gun Is swung
open for him-—the consequences
might be serious,

The “dummy loader” 18 the latest
Invention of the Ordnance Depart-
ment, and Is a facsimile of the breech
and powder chamber of a big gun up
the point where the rifling begins.
Loading it requires the identical mo-
tions that are employed in the load-
ing and firlug of the real weapon.
One man opens and closes the breech:
the ghell man grasps the projectile
and quickly rams it inside, followed
by the dummy charge of powder In
A& bag; the shell comes down the
yeturn chute on the left slde of the
apparatus; the “take-off” man catchos
the shell as it falls out at the end, and
shoves It agaln to the loader at the
front. The dummy powder charge s
handled in the same way, and the

'

mu makes a coutinuous operation

* the loader. By the time bhe has
t in the last shell and the Lreech

and locked, It 1s ready to be

yung unh by the plug wman,
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and practice, lmt the target scrcens
| for the great guns are about twenty-
feet in Jength and seventeen feet
in width and distant from the
range about The Navy
Department provides four trophies
| for excellence in gunnery-—one each
for battleships, cruisers, gunboats and
torpedo ecraft, In addition, money
| rewards are distributed according to
gun rank or rating among the suc-
cessful crews,—Sclentific American.
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Cancer in Belguim,

Consul H, Albert Johnson, at Liege,
reports that the new organizations for
combating cancer in Belgium held a
meeting at Brussels recently and out-
| lined a comprehensive plan for fits
t future activity, The assoclation will
aMliate with the International asso-
clation for the systematic study of
cancerous diseases, One of its first
tasks will be to acquire and systema-
tize all knowledge of the disease. It
will endeavor to give to the medical
profession the results of its research,
in order that the disease may be coms«
bated with better results. It was also
proposed to establish one or more in.
stitutions in Belguim to be devoted
especlally to the study of cancerous
diseases, —Consular Report,

Gelsha Dances For America,

A contract, it Is reported, has been
concluded between an Amerjcan com-
pany and a gelsha agsoclation at Kobe
for the run of a gelsha dance in
America. The troupe, consisting of
twenty gelshas, will perform for four
weeks, —~—Bhanghal Times,

LOCATION, ATTRACTIONS, ADVAN-
TAGES,

_——— -

Information for the Visitor or Home

sceker,

Location.

Ban Mateo, Putnam Couaty, ls st
uated on the cast bank of the St
Johns River, and 90 feel above It
The highest point In Florida, east of
the St. Johns river, which Is one-haif
wmile wide at this poict.

Five miles from Palatka, our county
jeat, (oity of 4,000), 28 miles from
$t. Augustine and about 75 mliles
from Jacksonville,

The termipus of a branch of the
Florida Eaet Coast Railway. The de-
pot being three-quarters of a nile
from the river wharl.

Advantages and Attractions.

S8an Mateo has good shelled roads
and milet of hard sidewalks. Beauti-
ful wateroaks line both sides of
streets, and mee! overhead in many
places.

Two churches, public and private
schools, telegraph, telephone, express,
money order postoffice, taree malils
dally, meat market, two generai
stores, who take orders and deliver
goods at your door, weekly parer.

The place is Incorporated, but np
town taxes have been collected for
over ten years; the many public im-
provements are made by the push and
generosity of the citizens and pulling
together. The state and county taxes
are about 20 m#ls on about one-third
valuation.

Good hunting and fishigg, deer, tur
key, ducks and quail, black bass and
other Florida fresh water fish.

Good boarding house, Byriyn Place,
open winters; rates eight to tem dol-
lars per week; $2.00 day.

Six thousand people went through
the San Mateo Iruit Company's grove
here last season.

One of the best advantages San
Mateo enjoys Is transportation; being
on both river and rall is an advantage
that few Florida points enjoy. The
past secoson, for instaace, rallroads
and terminals at Jacksonville were
more than congested and fruit ship
ped from points down the central
part of the staie was, In fsome cases,
three weeks getting to Jacksonville,
en rouie to northern marketn, and
did not b:ing enough to pay freight,
while San Maleo shippers, at same
time, would ship from here one day
and have fruit go out of Jacksonville
on the Clyde ship the next. This lit-
tle maller this scason alone was
worlh thousands of dollars to the San
Mateo zrowers and the homeseeker
will do well to bear in mind trans
portation and cheap rates that come
with cumpetition, in selecting a Flor
ida locaton.

The population is about 350, who
cameo mostly from the northern stales.
As a class they are men of means,
progresslve and soclable. Have a beé
ter class of homes than ocan he found
In any place in the south of its size.
The bulldings kept painted and
grounds 1 good order.

Healthfulness,

On aecount of its high altitude,
there is no healthier spot in Florida
for all the year round or for the win-
ter visitors. For those who come to
Florida on account of health, many
find this higher allitude, dry and
balmy air Is better than the lower,
more harsh alr found in salt water
sectiony.

Business,

The prineiple business 1s orange
growling. some 400 acres In groves
are here, and as this proves profit
ablo, there is not much attention paid
other crapa, although there are some
vagelables grown for shipment and

eattle and hogs seem to be profit-
able.

As an Instance for profit in a good
oranga grove, Mr. B. F. Dotney, from
less than seven acres Inst scason,
shipped $6.,200 Yorth of fruit,

Soll.

The soll varles n great deal from
high pine to low aad high hommock,
all within & mile, s0 that lands for
any purpose or crops can be secured.

San Mateo can be reached from
Jacksonville by Florida FEast Coast
rallway or Beach aad Miller Iline
steamers (see time tables clsewhere
in this paper). The Clyde's St. Johns
river steamers arrive here about 10
p-. m. 8o do not advise this route,
Fare B. & M, line $1.25; railroad $2
from Jxecksonville, ‘

Launch Rainbow leaves Palatka
every oftéernoon at 1750, Lucas line
staamera 2 30 p. m., every day but
Snndeay.

B. & M. line from Palatka 3 p. m.
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays,
und three trains dally on F. E. C,
rmilway. Fare from Palatka 25 cents
any route, tt

ESTIMATES FURNISHED ON

Artesian Wells.

MONCK & OWEN,

CONTRACTORS,
HASTINGS, FLA.

O

SPPAYING PUI'MP
Crestline “"Sunshine” has
80.1d brass cylinders. Can
be used as all-round pump.
Write for free circular. Ask
for information on any
pumping problem. We make

pum;s for all uses.
CRESTLINE MFG.
Crest' Ine, Ohilo.
I'umps, Sinks, Hose,

—

Co.,

“You are made to feel at home Nove.”
New and liberal management.

The New Arlington Hotel

KALBFIELD & VARNES,
Proprietors.
PALATKA, . . FLORIDA,
Catering especially to the commer-
cial trade. Central and most desira
bly located for business. Rates $2 to
$2.60. Special by the week. In-eon-
nectiop: The Graham Hotel—Europe-
an Plan,

Gainesville Nurseries

New catalog for the coming season
eontaing a good list of fruit, forest,
aut and ornamental trees in variety;
shrubs, roses, palms, ferns, etc. Send
for it

H. 5. GRAVES, Prop,

Gainesville, Florida.

Very Serious

It is a very serious matter to ask
for one medicine and have the
wrong one given you. For this
feason we wurge you in buying
to be careful to get the g onuhu—

BLACK" BikbenT

muﬂono(thh reliae
:}an“ bo‘: -
ver trou
ly established. It does not imitate
other madicines, It is better than
others, or it would pot be the fi-
vorite liver powder, with a larger
sale than all others combined. :




